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with hundreds of newspapers from California to New York
shouting: "JACK LONDON SAYS TO HELL WITH THE CON-
STITUTION." He did his best to explain that he was not the
author of the phrase, but newspapers are rarely interested in
the aftermath of a flash story.

If the freedom of the press allowed bigots to tear a man
to shreds, it also permitted wiser men to speak their piece.
In the San Francisco Bulletin, by no means a radical paper,
he read, "The hot sincerity and hatred of -wrong that burns
in the revolutionary heart of young Jack London is the same
spirit that characterised the tea-overboard party in Boston
Harbour. It is the spirit that will ultimately reserve for the
Republic all that is best, for it is the opposite of the dull
spirit of slavish respect for the Established, which slavishness
is composed of abasement of mind, and selfishness of
character."

A few days later he was invited to speak by the debating
society of his own Oakland High School. When the principal
learned about it he refused them the use of the school
building. Once again the papers played up the story, and
every man and woman in the state discussed the merits of
the case. The San Francisco Post remarked caustically,
" Socialism may be all that is urged against it, but the best
way to propagate its doctrines is to forbid their propagation."

Jack was delighted at the nation-wide publicity that
socialism was earning through his efforts. Besides, the free
advertising, which would have cost him thousands of dollars
if he had had to buy it, was booming his work, The Call of
the Wild, 'The Sea Wolf, The People of the Abyss were being
widely bought, and even more widely read and discussed.
People might disagree with his ideas for an economic
democracy; they might quarrel with the manner in which
he was revolutionising American literature; but it was no
longer possible to gainsay the fact that he was the leading
young writer in America. And his enemies had helped him
arrive!

In the midst of the furor over his socialism, Macmillan
released his War of the Classes. The book aroused so much